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Kazakh University Signs
Cultural MoU With Iran

o

TEHRAN — The Nation-
al University of Arts in Ka-

zakhstan has signed a mem-
orandum of understanding
(MoU) with Iran to strength-
en cultural and artistic ties
between the two countries.

It was signed during a
function titled the “Cul-
ture, Art, and Civilization
of Iran” at the College
of Fine Arts in Tehran,
attended by
president of the National

which was

University of Arts in Ka-
zakhstan Raushan Nortaza
and Iran’s cultural attache
to Kazakhstan Ali Akbar
Talebi Matin.

The initiative was hailed
as a significant step in
strengthening relations be-
tween Tehran and Astana.

After signing the MoU,
Nortaza praised Iran’s rich
civilization, culture, litera-
ture, and language during
his speech. He expressed
optimism that the mem-
orandum would lead to
deeper cultural and artistic
ties with Iran.

Meanwhile, Talebi Matin
emphasized the strong cul-
tural cooperation between
the Iranian cultural office
and the National Universi-
ty of Arts in Kazakhstan.

Body of Martyr Identified
After 38 Years

TEHRAN — The body of a
member of the Basij volun-

teer force has been identi-

fied about 38 years after his
martyrdom during Iraq’s
war of aggression against
Iran.

According to the public
relations department of the
Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) in Alborz
province, Aziz Salimne-
jad’s body was identified
through DNA testing.

Salimnejad achieved mar-
tyrdom in Operation Kar-
bala-5 in early 1987.

‘Twins’ to Return to Silver
Screen in 80 Eplsodes

TEHRAN --
children’s show the ‘Twins’ is set

Iran’s beloved

to return with a new 80-episode
season.

The new season, titled ‘Twins
in the Five-Star City’, stars Mu-
hammad Moslemi, Hamid Goli
and Ali Foroutan.

Filming is underway for the
show on a grand set created to
resemble a magical city floating
amidst the clouds.

This elaborate set is the largest

ever used for a children’s pro-
gram in Iran to be aired on one
of the IRIB’s (Islamic Republic
of Iran Broadcasting) channels.
Directed by Jamshid Bayat
Tork, the series aims to entertain
young viewers about important
societal issues such as citizen-
ship, rights, and responsibilities.
The show focuses on topics
like parenting and child-rearing
and seeks to inspire and inform
the next generation of Iranians.

Iranian Students Shine at
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WorldSkills Lyon 2024

TEHRAN - Iranian students have
won one silver medal and eight me-
dallions at the WorldSkills Lyon
2024.

According to Iran’s Technical and
Vocational Training Organization
(Iran TVTO), Hassan Muhammadi
and Hamidreza Hamidi received
the silver medal in the field of cy-
ber security.

Alireza Pouchali, Aryan Taheri,
Armin Taheri, Amir Muhammad
Abouei, Muhammad Husseini,
Amir Abbas Ghasemi, Mehrdad
Shirvani and Reza Gholami won
medallions in different fields.

Some 1,400 competitors from
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more than 70 countries and regions

around the world gathered in Lyon

to compete in different skills.

The WorldSkills Competition, the
world’s largest skills competition,
is held every two years. It is a true
opportunity for young profession-
als from all over the world to par-
ticipate in an international compe-
tition, measure, and showcase their
skills.

The competitors must not be old-
er than 22 in the year of the Com-
petition. There are 62 skill compe-
titions, including 59 Official skills
and 3 Exhibition skills.

The 47th WorldSkills Competi-
tion was held from September 10
to 15 in Lyon.

TEHRAN -- Iran will establish
several new research centers to
promote studying on cognitive
sciences and technology, an offi-
cial said.

“At present, over 20 research
centers in the field of cognitive
sciences are operational,” said
Muhammad Mahdavi, the sec-
retary of the Cognitive Sciences
and Technologies Development
Headquarters of the Iranian
Vice-Presidency for Science,

N

Technology and Knowl-
edge-Based Economy.

“One of our future plans is to
establish 15 new cognitive cen-
ters which will be set up in ac-
ademic centers across the coun-
try,” he said.

Mahdavi said research centers
in the fields of cognitive science
and technology are established
with the aim of training experi-
enced and expert personnel.

He said the development and

Iran to Establish New Cognitive Science Centers

expansion of research activities
requires the joint cooperation of
researchers and professors.

The Iranian Headquarters for
the Development of Cognitive
Sciences and Technologies, af-
filiated with the Vice-Presiden-
cy for Science, Technology and
Knowledge-Based  Economy
says it is stepping up its inter-
actions with international part-
ners, active centers, and cogni-
tive sciences and technologies

institutions to find out more
about the capacities of provid-
ing services and cognitive tech-
nologies, increase the potential,
share experiences of research
centers, and take advantage of
scientific experiences and find-
ings.

The headquarters is trying to
create the necessary grounds for
adopting strategic policies and
implementing solutions based
on the plans. D

Flght Goes on Against Stone-Easters at Persepolis

SHIRAZ (AFP) -- Conservationists
at Persepolis, Iran’s most iconic an-
cient site, are waging a delicate battle
against an unlikely adversary: tiny but
persistent lichens eroding the millen-
nia-old monuments.

The fight, which began years ago,
is aimed at stopping the threat to the
integrity of the site’s structures and
its intricate carvings from lichens,
organisms that grow on surfaces like
stone and can slowly break them
down over time.

Built in the 6th century BC by
Darius I, Persepolis has withstood
destruction, looting, earthquakes,
fires and harsh weather. It remains a
source of pride for Iranians and a ma-
jor tourist destination.

“It’s an open-air museum reflecting
25 centuries of Middle Eastern life,”
said Alireza Asgari Chaverdi, direc-
tor of the site located about 50 kilo-
meters (30 miles) from the southern
city of Shiraz.

“It is the foundation of Iran’s histo-
ry, culture and socio-cultural life.”

A UNESCO World Heritage Site
since 1979, Persepolis features colos-
sal sculptures and intricate stone re-
liefs of ancient Persian kings, nobles
and deities.

But these have suffered over the
years from lichen, a combination of
an algae and a fungus.

“This is the most serious problem,
especially for carvings on stones,”
said Shahram Rahbar, a conserva-
tionist at the site.

“If we do nothing, these organisms
could reduce these relics to dust
within 50 to 100 years,” he said as he
treated lichen growth on one slab.

Red lichen marks are now etched
into many of the ancient relics at
Persepolis.

The spread of lichens, which dis-
solve minerals and penetrate stone
surfaces by more than 1.5 centimeters
(.6 inches), is driven by industrializa-
tion, acid rain and the harsh desert
climate, said lichenologist Muham-
mad Sohrabi.

“We cover the lichens with a mate-
rial and, after a week, repeat the pro-
cess until they weaken enough to be
removed with suction devices,” said
Rahbar.

Iran is home to more than 3,000
species of lichens, with 500 to 700
varieties growing on historical monu-
ments, Sohrabi said, noting that some
at Persepolis were over 1,700 years
old.

“Many of Persepolis’s intricate mo-
tifs have already been lost due to li-
chen activity,” he said.

Beyond Persepolis, other sites in
Iran, like the Bisotun inscription in
Kermanshah province, have also
been affected.

Bisotun, another UNESCO World
Heritage Site, features a massive
carved inscription recounting the
conquests of King Darius I and has
suffered significant degradation due
to lichen growth.

At Persepolis, Rahbar and his team
work relentlessly to combat the infes-

tation.

“We destroy the lichens using mod-
ern techniques like lasers and sub-
stances that act like antibiotics,” Rah-
bar said, describing what he called a
“painstaking” process.

Public concern grew after an offi-
cial highlighted a lack of funds for
preserving Iran’s historic sites.

Iran’s deputy culture minister, Ali
Darabi, said the annual budget for
restoring each monument was only
130 million rials (about $220), while
maintaining all registered historical
monuments would require nearly $84
million a year.

As Mohsen, a 41-year-old retiree
from Ghazvin, stood before a ruined
column of the Apadana palace, he
said, “Maintaining this site is more
important than our lives.”

Ghashghaei, an 82-year-old retiree
visiting with his family, agreed.

For him, the site stands as a poi-
gnant reminder that “Iranians created
an ancient civilization,” he said.

The 2nd Festival of Iranian Tribes and Nomads is held in three sections of exhibition, local music and
specialized conferences in Farsan, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province.
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